@ URBAN WARD SURVEY 2014

(PROVISIONAL)

Evidence for Action

MYSORE

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 (RTE Act) was notified to come into force on April 1 2010. Almost five
years have gone by since the RTE Act became a law. In the context of urban areas, especially with respect to low income neighbourhoods,
what does “guaranteeing” education mean? How can citizens find out if every child in their community is in school and whether he/
she is learning? What is the way for people to assess whether schools in their locality are complying with the norms laid down by the
law?

The aim of this exercise was to find the answers to these questions and figure out what it would take to translate policy into practice
in urban locations across India. Five cities participated in this exercise. These cities were: Delhi, Jaipur, Patna, Mysore and Hyderabad.
In each of these cities, one municipal ward, typically a mixed or low income area, was chosen to be a “pilot” location and a census was
carried out.

We hope that the measures, methods and findings from this exercise are useful as a demonstration of what can be done to
understand the status of education in urban areas. We also hope that the actual example of a census of one municipal ward in the city
can guide the way for community-based planning, not just for compliance with the RTE Act, but for guaranteeing quality elementary
education for all children in the city.

ENROLLMENT ABOUT THE WARD
Table 1: % Children in different types of schools 2014 Out of a total of 65 wards in Mysore, Ward number 63 was
surveyed for this study. Known as Siddharthanagar, the ward
Age group cmﬁirzfn Govt. | Pvt. | Other sl,“cohto?l Total is situated in the eastern part of Mysore. Two prominent
Age: 6-14 ALL 755 | 154 | 83.2 0.6 09 | 100 localities in this ward are Siddarthanagar and Kurubarahalli.
Age: 6-14 BOYS 426 | 14.4 | 841 0.8 08 | 100 While the residents of Kurubarahalli belong to a middle or low
Age: 614 GIRLS 329 | 16.7 | 82.1 03 1.0 100 income group, residents of Siddharthanagar belong to a
Age: 6-10 ALL 400 | 13.7 | 846 | 08 08 | 100 higher-income group. Residents of Kurubarahalli are mostly
Age: 6-10 BOYS 229 | 10.7 | 87.3 | 1.5 0.5 | 100 labourers, vegetable vendors or autorickshaw drivers. Many
Age: 6-10 GIRLS | 171 | 17.6 | 81.1 0.0 13 | 100 of the women residents of Kurubarahalli work as domestic
Age: 11-14 ALL 355 | 17.2 @ 817 | 0.3 0.9 | 100 helps in the households of Siddharthanagar. While many
Age: 11-14 BOYS | 197 | 18.3 | 80.6 0.0 1.1 | 100 children from Siddharthanagar are enrolled in private schools,
Age: 11-14 GIRLS| 158 | 15.7 | 83.0 0.7 0.7 | 100 their counterparts in Kurubarahalli are mostly enrolled in
Age: 15-16 ALL 122 | 14.8 | 80.0 0.9 4.4 | 100 government schools.
Age: 1516 BOYS i ]| Bl 0.0 3.3 | 100 This survey was conducted in November-December 2014. It
Age: 15-16 GIRLS 58 13.0 | 79.6 1.9 5.6 100

reached 2,180 households and 1,144 children in the age group
Note: 'Other' includes children going to madarsas and EGS.

‘Not in school' = dropped out + never enrolled of 2 to 16 years.

* The numbers might not add up due to missing information under

certain categories.

Table 2: % Children age 2-6 enrolled in different types of Table 3: % Children going to schools in different location by

pre-schools and schools 2014 school type 2014

In balwadi In school Not in Location of school
Age No. of or In school Total School No. of
g hildrenanganwadiLKG,"UKG or pre- type children Inside Outside Total
Govt. | Pvt. |Other|school ward ward
Agez 7 | 57.1 | 42.9 0.0 | 100 — o8 39.8 0.2 100
Age 3' 45 31.1 66.7 2.2 | 100
| Put. 472 53.8 46.2 100
Age 4| 64 7.8 92,2 0.0 | 100
Other 2 100.0 0.0 100
Age s 92 0.0 63.0 4.4 | 32.6| 0.0 0.0 | 100
Age6| 68 0.0 594 5.9 |70.6/ 0.0 1.5 | 100 Total 572 51.6 48.4 100

Note: For 2, 3 and 4 year old children, only pre-school status was recorded.



MYSORE

READING

Table 4: % Children by class and READING level

Reading Tool

All schools 2014

Not even Level 1| Level 2 > Babedrs rbene Beg) wosd :-;:a
Std Letter | Word | (Std1 | (Stdll | Total ka5 €185 Sgab Rl Goth
letter text) | text) B8 Wb by deo Yde vmeww | | 8. W Sewden wEY wod.
SRodecds). cipd wHedo dgd| [ FEhdoh Sdch worddy wg
Std Hi 231 | 294 | 308 | 112 56 | 100 v, Seombadee ssltr omans | | ©RE hove ey sosms
Std 11-V 3.2 i 74 33.3 26.6 252 100 206 Hreaddy). dro habey anod || [ Seewad.
TN, o TNHE shed dow d2god
Std VI-VIII 4.6 1.8 12.3 25.5 55.9 100 Tdoben pobaw. wge shod der =) =
dnos, vgdde b deridemon || | £ P D ([ %08 @9
Total 8.6 T2:3 24.8 22.4 32.0 100 g - sgdgte e
aos), Sooawd. Ygroby e g & wodh glob
How to read this table: Each cell shows the highest level in reading achieved by a child. montmer oo X deed S0o wed
For example, in classes IlI-V, 3.2% children cannot even read letters, 11.7% can read 83 8 ® e52E8 [
letters but not more, 33.3% can read words but not Std | level text or higher, 26.6% Suzhdeod.
can read Std | level text but not Std Il level text, and 25.2% can read Std |l level text. & @ desd ded
For each group of classes, the total of all these exclusive categories is 100%. i e e e e

Table 5: % Children in Std | to Std VIII at different READING levels

by school type 2014

Govt. Pvt. Govt. & Pvt.*
Reading
Std level No.of | % | No.of | % | No.of | %
children children children
Children
who can
Std I | read 15 | 60.0 | 127 | 78.7| 142 | 76.8
at least
letters
Children who
can read
Std I1I-V| at least a 39 | 487 | 181 |53.0| 220 | 52.3
Std |
level text
Children
Std VI- | who can
level text

* This is the weighted average of children in government and private schools only.

Table 6: % Children studying in different medium of instruction Table 7: % Children in Std | to VI at different READING levels

by school type 2014 by school medium of instruction and school type 2014

Govt. school Pvt. school
Type | No. of (Medium of (Medium of
Std of |childrenKannada English| Urdu | Other | Total ‘ instruction - instruction -
school surveyed Reading level Kannada) English)
No. of o No. of %
Govt. 56 | 57.1 | 321 | 0.0 |10.7 | 100 chitdren P lchitdren
. 324 2.8 6.3 0.0 0. 100 Children who can read
std 1v| Pvt . 2 Std I | oy eact letters 8 | 500 | 120 | 80.0
Govt. &
Pyt.* 380 10.8 86.8 0.0 2.4 100
Std Ill- | Children who can read
Govt. 43 | 67.4 | 209 | 0.0 |11.6 | 100 v <t leusta Std Flevel text| 2% | 524 | 175 | 543
Std VI-
Vi s R reieee op o i Std VI- | Children who can read
g\?tvs* & 530 | 152 | 822 0.0 296 100 Vil at least a Std Il level text| 27 | 33.3 168 | 60.1

* This is the weighted average of children in government and private schools only.



MYSORE

ARITHMETIC ENGLISH

Table 8: % Children by class and ARITHMETIC level Table 10: % Children by class and READING level in ENGLISH

All schools 2014 All schools 2014

Recognize Not even 5 ;
Not even Can Can F Capital | Small | Simple Easy
numbers S
Std 1-9 subtract| divide Lz Std capstal letters | letters | words [sentences e
1-9 10-99 letters
Std I-1l 13.3 217 42.0 19.6 3.5 100 Std Il 21.4 8.6 29.3 30.7 10.0 100
Std 111-V 23 3.2 26.6 527 15.3 100 Std 1I-V 3.3 3.8 14.8 44.8 33.3 100
Std VI-VIII 2.7 0.0 10.9 25.3 61.1 100 Std VI-VIII 2.3 0.9 1.9 29.4 65.4 100
Total 5.1 6.5 24.4 34.3 297 100 Total 72h 3.9 13.5 35.5 39.F 100
How to read this table: Each cell shows the highest level in arithmetic achieved by a How to read this table: Each cell shows the highest level in reading English achieved
child. For example, in classes IlI-V, 2.3% children cannot even recognize numbers 1-9, by a child. For example, in classes Ill-V, 3.3% children cannot even read capital letters,
3.2% can recognize numbers up to 9 but not more, 26.6% can recognize numbers up 3.8% can read capital letters but not more, 14.8% can read small letters but not words
to 99 but cannot do subtraction, 52.7% can do subtraction but cannot do division, and or higher, 44.8% can read words but not sentences, and 33.3% can read sentences.
15.3% can do division. For each group of classes, the total of all these exclusive cat- For each group of classes, the total of all these exclusive categories is 100%.
egories is 100%.
English Tool
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Table 9: % Children in Std | to Std VIII at different ARITHMETIC levels Table 11: % Children in Std | to Std VIII at different ENGLISH levels
by school type 2014 by school type 2014
. Govt. Pvt. Govt. & Pvt.* Govt. Pvt. Govt. & Pvt.*
Arithmetic English
Std level No.of | % | No.of | % | No.of | % std level No.of | % | No.of | % | No.of | %
children children children children children children
Children Children who
whe:E40 f:g.ognize
StAFL | recpgnize 15 [73.3 | 127 | 88.2| 142 | 86.6 S | 2t feast 15 | 60.0 | 124 | 815 139 | 79.1
numbers 1-9 ital
or more capita
letters
Children who Eridren
S who can
Std V] 4 least 39 |48.7 | 181 | 729 220 | 68.6 Std lll-V| read 32 | 59.4 | 176 | 81.8| 208 | 78.4
subtraction at east
words
- Children
stdw., | Chilgren Std VI- | who can
who can do
vill noL 40 |45.0 | 180 | 64.4| 220 | 60.9 Vil read 39 | 487 | 174 | 69.0| 213 | 653
division
sentences

* This is the weighted average of children in government and private schools only. * This is the weighted average of children in government and private schools only.
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SCcHoOLS

According to DISE (2013-14), Ward no. 63 in Mysore has g schools. Our surveyors visited 5 schools of which 1 was government
and 4 were private. The government school gave us permission to enter and record basic data on enrollment, attendance and
school facilities while we got permission from only 1 private school for the survey. Both schools had an office, a playground,
boundary wall, library books, facility for drinking water, a useable toilet as well as a separate toilet for girls’ that was in useable
condition. The government school did not comply with the PTR norm while the private school had a PTR compliant with the RTE
norm.

KEY FINDINGS

Enrollment in schools
¢ Closeto99% of children in the age group 6-14 years are enrolled in school.

¢ Theproportion of children out of school in the age group 6-14 years is close to 1%. This proportion increases as the
children cross the elementary age group; almost 4% of children in 15-16 years age group are out of school. And there
is only a marginal difference in the proportion between boys and girls (4% and 3% respectively).

¢ Majority of the children are going to private schools than to government schools. About 83% of children in the age
group 6-10 years are going to private schools, whereas just 15% of children in the same age group are going to
government schools. (The remaining 2% are either enrolled in other schools or not in school.)

¢ Themedium of instruction for most of the children (more than 57%) studying in government schools is Kannada while
English was the medium of instruction for majority of children (96%) going to private schools.

Preschool

¢ Intheage group 4-6 years, almost all children are enrolled in pre-schools or schools. 97% of the 5 year old children
are enrolled in primary schools.

¢ ltisinterestingto note thatamong all surveyed 5 and 6 year old children, no child attends a government pre-school
(anganwadi/balwad)). Most children in this age group attend either a private pre-school (LKG/UKG), a government
school or a private school. For instance, 70% of 6 year old children are enrolled in private schools.

Learning

¢ 25% of childrenin Std 3 to 5 could read a Std 2 level text. About 15% could do division and 33% could read simple
sentences in English.

Children in private schools outperformed children in government schools.

The proportion of children in Std 3 to 5 who could read at least a Std 1 level text is 49% for government school children
and 53% for private school children.

¢ Inarithmetic, while 49% of children in Std 3to 5in government schools could do at least subtraction, the corresponding
figure for private school children is 73%.

¢ Lastly, in English, while 60% of children in Std 3to 5 in government schools could read at least words, the corresponding
figure for private school children is 82%.

Thoughts on the way forward

Through the combination of pre-schools and schools, though largely private, the ward has attained universal enrollment
with less than 1% of children in the age group 6-14 years out of school. However, the learning levels of children remain low.
Thus, the schools clearly need to focus on learning in order to reap the benefit of high enrollment. In the absence of
adequate data related to school observation, we cannot comment on whether the schools in the ward meet RTE norms or
not.

For more information, email contact@asercentre.org, call 011-2671 6084 or write to ASER Centre, B 4/54 Safdarjang Enclave, New Delhi 110029.



